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I'T-JEE: Apr 11 meet

may end impasse

Vanlta Srivastava

W vanita shrivastava@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHE: After stiff opposition
by the IITs on the HRD min-
istry’s proposal to change the
pattern of IIT-JEE exam from
2013 — by giving 40% weigh-
tage to board marks — a ‘com-
promise’ formula may evolve for
admission, which keeps the
weightage proposal intact with-
out diluting the traditional strue-
ture of the exam.

The ministry has called a
meeting on April 11 to discuss
the proposal and sort out the
issue. The All India [T Faculty
Federation (AIIFF), which has
not been supporting the pro-
posal, can press for a ‘compro-
mise formula’ in the meeting,
This formula could have a struc-
ture of a two-tier exam. The first
tier which could be a filtering
exam, may abide by the gov-
ernment’s proposal, including
giving 40 % weightage toboard
exam results. The second phase
could he traditional thought
building kind of exam to final-
ly get a seat in IIT. :

The meeting called by HRD

‘COMPROMISE’ FORMU-
LA MAY EVOLVE FOR
ADMISSION THAT KEEPS

HREHIEREIINTS

minister Kapil Sibal will
be attended by the directors of

7 IT'Ts, chairmen and members -

of the AIIFF. The minister
will meet the directors and
the chairmen in the morning
hours. He will conduct a sepa-
rate meeting with the members
of the faculty federation in the
afternoon.

Many traditional IITs
(Bombay, Delhi, Kanpur etc) are
opposing the proposed changes.
Their main eoncern is over the
inclusion of 40% of board marks,
which they say could dilute the
examinhation system.

The ATIFF had recently writ-
ten aletter to Sibal with a copy
to the Prime Minister's Office
stating that the academic issues
incjuding the admission stan-
dards and process were prima-
rily the sole responsibility of the
1T senate
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April 11 meet may
find compromise

formula for IIT-JEE

Vanita Srivastava
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NEW DELH: Alter stilT opposition
by the [ITs on the HRD min-
istry's proposal o change the
pattern of II'T-JEE exam from
2003 — by giving 40% weigh-
Lage to board marks — a “com-
promize’ formula may evolve for
admission, which keeps the
weightage proposal intact with-
ot aifuting the troditional strue-
ture of the exam.

The ministry has called a
meeting on April 11 to discuss
the proposal and sort out the
issue, The All India 1T Faculty
Federation (AIIFF), which has
nol been supporting the pro-
posal, con press for a ‘compro-
mize formula’ in the meeting,
This formula could have a struc-

ture of a two-
tier exam.
The Nirst
tier
,whieh
couild be a fil-
toring  exam,
may abide by the
EUVErTITNLS pro-
posal, including giv-

ing 40 % weightaee

L\ !

THE HRD MINISTRY HAS
CALLED A MEETING TO
DISCUSS PROPOSAL OF
40% WEIGHTAGE TO
BOARD MARKS FOR IITs
E—————

to board exam results. The sec-
ol phase could be tradition-
il thought building kind of
exam to fnally get a=eat in 11T,

The meeting called by HRD
minister Kapil Sibal will
be attended by the directors ol
7 HTs, chairmen and members
of the ALIFF, The minister
will meet the directors and
the choirmen in the morning
hours. He will conduect a sepa-
rate meeting with the members
of the faculty federation in the
afternoon,

Many traditional 1IT=
(Bombay, Delhi, Kanpur etc) are
opposing the proposed changes,
Their main coneern is over the
inclasion of 40% of board marks,
which they say could dilute the
examination system.

The ALFF had recently writ-
ten a letter to Sibal with a copy
to the Prime Minister's Office
stating that the seademic issues
including the admission stan-
dards and process were prima-
rily the =ole responsibility of the
HT zenate
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Test reforms
irk ITT-B
teachers

YogltaRao | TNN

Mumbai: IIT-B teachers are
peeved with the idea of introduc-
ing reforms in the joint entrance
exam from the 2013-14 academic
session. While the proposed re-
forms state that 40% weightage in
the ranking for entry into IITs
should be given to Class XII scores,
most teachers feel the Class XII
scores should be increased from
the current 60% to 70% or more.

A committee formed by the hu-
manresourcesdevelopment minis-
try will be visiting the Powai cam-
pus on Monday to discuss the
exam’s new format. A meeting con-
vened by the institute’s senate was
attended by all the faculty mem-
bers where the new pattern was
discussed. Most educators were
against introducing the new proto-
typefrom the next year. They want-
ed to postpone it to 2014 and consid-
er all the suggestions put forth.

The panel will be at IIT-B to ex-
plain thenewpatternand alsowillbe
hearing objections from the faculty.
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IIT-JEE kept
high standards

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, APRIL 8

The IIT-JEE held on
Sunday passed off without
incident. While the total
number of questions and
marks came down signifi-
cantly over last year, stu-
dents said the paper-setters
maintained the high IIT
standards.

This year, the question
papers were comparatively
free of errors unlike last
year. Also, the paper was for
408 marks with 60 questions
each in Papers I and II this
year. Last year, there were
82 questions for 480 marks.

There were 60 questions
(20 each in maths, physics
and chemistry). While
Paper-1 was for 210 marks,
Paper-1I was for 198 marks.

“The feedback received
from our students on JEE
question papers was good.
The questions have tested
the understanding and ana-
lytical skills of students in
maths and science subjects.
Even average students with
reasonable reading and
understanding skills can
perform well,” said
Sushmasri, academic direc-
tor, Sri Chaitanya Group of
Institutions, which saw
many of its alumni bag the
top-10 ranks last year.

A. Krishna EKumar of
Narayana IIT Academy
said that Paper-II was rela-

The IIT-JEE ques-
tions this year
have tested the
understanding
and analytical
skills of students
in maths and sci-
ence subjects.

— Sushmasri
Sri Chaithanya Group of
Institutes

tively tough. “Though the
number of questions came
down, maths was very
tough, followed by chem-
istry and physics. There
was an error in the chem-
istry paper since there was
no correct answer provid-
ed.”

Ananda Raman, mentor-
director at FITJEE-
Hyderabad said the physics
paper was very tough and
scoring will be less this
time in this subject.
“Though the papers were a
bit lengthy, maths was rela-
tively easy.”

Mr Ajay Antony, the vice-
president of TIME insti-
tute, said that some of the
IIT-JEE questions this time
were longer than those set
last year.
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II'T entrance simpler,
say most aspirants

TIMES NEWS NETWORK,

New Delhi: Nearly five lakh candidates ap-
peared for the joint entrance exam (JEE) of
IITs on Sunday While many aspirants were
relieved that the ‘most difficult’ of all engi-
neering entrance exams was through now,
others seemed anxious about their perform-
ance which will make or mar their chances of
admission to any of the 15IITs in the country
besides IT-BHU and ISM-Dhanbad. The exam
was held in two parts and each paper was
three-hour-long.

Though they had a back-breaking time at-
tempting the papers, many candidates felt
that thefirst part was simpler than the second
and JEE this year seemed a bit simpler than
previous years.

“Paper 1, which carried 210 marks this
year, seemed easier than Paper 2 which was
for 198 marks. Last time, both papers were for
240 marks each. Also, I felt JEE last year was
more challenging. There were hardly any
questions on matrix this time and not many
integer-type questions which require a lot of
time and exhaustive brainwork,” said Shrus-
tijeet Panda from Bhubaneshwar who pre-
pared for JER at Kota in Rajasthan and ap-
peared for the exam at Barakhamba Road in
the city Another candidate, Hemshikha,
from Lady Irwin School in the city too found
the first paper simpler and more doable. She
iskeenonpursuing BTech though sheis more
hopeful of getting through GGSIP University
in the city. “Thad not done any special prepa-
ration for JEE and instead followed CBSE
more regularly. Let’s see what happens,” she
said after theexam.

Coaching centres got busy analyzing the
question paper right after the two papers held
from Sam to 12 noon and then from 2pm to

RELIEVED: Studen

ts outside an exam centre

SpIn were over “As compared to previous
years, IITJEE this year was relatively easy
and came with little or no surprises. The stu-
dents were prepared for more for more ag-
gressive questions like match-the-following-
type questions, which were totally missing
from the papers this time,” said T K Bansal
from Bansal Tutorials. Ajay Antony, vice-
president, TIME, added, “There were 10 ver-
sions for JEE 2012 from 0 to 9. Paper 1 had 60
questions in the order of physics, chemistry
and mathematics. Each subject had 20 ques-
tions and the pattern was exactly the same for
all the subjects.” He found some questions
lengthier this time as compared to last year

It was also the first time, candidates got to
take home a carbon copy of their OMR an-
swer sheets. The answer keys to Sunday’s ex-
am will be put up on the JEE website before
the results are declared on May 18.
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ASPIRANTS CONTENT Math sectlon Iongest and toughest in three-part exam

HT Correspondent

a hireporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHK: The Indian Institute
of Technology Joint Entrance
Examination on Sunday was
“lengthy” but “relatively easy”,
those who took the test felt.

The studenits as well as coach-
ing centres across the city said
the mathematics section of the
exam was “lengthy”.

“While the paper was not dif-
ficult, the mathematics section
was lengthier than what I had
expected, It was also the tough-
est of the three sections,” said
Mahima Gupta, an aspirant,

IIT-JEE is held in two parts.
Part I comprised only objective
mulliple-choice questions worth
210 marks. Last year, the first
part had subjective compre-
hension-type questions as well,

] Aspirants after taking IIT-JEE at Modern School, Barakhama

Road, on Sunday.

“Students who had studied
the school curriculum thor-
oughly would not have faced any
problems, The examination was
based more on logic than cal-
culations. There were lots of

SONU MERTA / HT PHOTO

questions on topies such asbio-
molecules and chemistry in
everyday life, which students
tend to ignore,” said a teacher
at the Bansal Tutorials — a
coaching institute.

On the whole, students appea-
red content with their per-
formances.

“I did much better than I had
expected. Most of the paper was
was based on NCERT books.
Others were from the IIT JEE
syllabus. All in all, the first sec-
tion was easier than the second”
said Raashi Malhotra, who
appeared for the test at Noida.

For the first time, those tak-
ing the test had to mark their
answers with a pen. At the end
of the exam, they could also take
a copy of their answer sheets
home.

More than 5.6 lakh aspirants
appeared in the examination, 8
steep jump from the 4.6 lakh
candidates who appeared last
year. The number of girls also
went up to 30% this year as com-
pared to 12 % last year.
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JEE gets
tougher -
than last year
Staff Reporter

CHENNAI: With slightly leng-
thy questions and a moder-
ately difficult Mathematics
paper, the Joint Entrance
Exam (JEE) 2012 ended up
tougher than last year’s test,
said most students who tock
the exam here on Sunday.
The exam, held at 1,067
centres across the country,
decides admission to nearly
9.618 undergraduate seats at
the 15 Indian Institutes of
Technology (AXTs). As many
as 5.6 lakh aspirants across
the country took the test, of
which B, 583 were from Tamil
MNadu. The exam was held at
various centres in Chennai,
Coimbatore, Madurai, Sa-
lem, Tiruchy and Tirunelveli.
There were quite a few
surprises in the test. Ques-
tions on rotational mechan-
ics that were not in previous
years” papers and fewer orga-
nic chemistry gquestions
were some of the features of
this year’s test, said Abhishek
MNarayan, a student of P.S.
Higher Secondary School.
While the first paper that
lasted from 9 am. to noon
had relatively easy questions,

especially in the chemistry .

section, the second paper in
the afternoon, students said,
was much more difficult.

P, Sanjay,. a student of NIT
Trichy, who attempted the
exam for the second time,
said he wanted to get a
branch of his choice in a top
IIT. “Also, the paper was for
408 marks this time, not the
usual 480. I have to get a
good rank otherwise I can’t
think about wasting a year.
The paper, though difficult
when compared to last
year’s, was easier than many
previous years’,” he said.

Students have always
looked forward to sections of
the JEE which are exempt
from negative marking.
“This time we had two such
sections in paperl andonein
paper 2, but one of them was
a multiple choice offering
more than one right option
so we had to fitin and view all
the options. That took time,”
said Kawvya, of DAV Girls
Higher Secondary School.

Outside centres, stood
anxious parents, for whom
this could be just the start of
the entrance race. For CBSE
students, the ITTs and NITs
are important because they
don’t stand much of a chance
in counselling, said S. Bala-
subramanium, a parent.

- *“JEE is the main exam be-
cause IIT is everyone’'s
dream. For many. the other
tests are mostly back-ap op-
tions,” said J. Anthra, who
wants to get into IIT-
Madras. -

This time, the candidates
were also given a carbon copy
of their answer sheets to
compare the assessments.
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Anandakrishnan
to stay on as
IIT-K Chairman

Special Correspondent

CHENNAL M. Anandakrishnan,
veteran educationist, has
been appointed Chairman of
the Board of Governors of the
Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy - Kanpur for the third
time.

The third tenure, lasting
three years, will begin from
June 12, according to an offi-

cial release from the
IIT-Kanpur, -
The appointment was

made by President Pratibha
Patil in her capacity as the
Visitor of the IIT-Kanpur.,

1
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II'T-Jodhpur,
Datawind head
for legal battle

ANUBHUTI VISHNOI
NEWDELHI, APRIL 8

THE HRD Ministry may
have transferred the Aakash
tablet project to IIT-Bom-
bay, but the conflict between
IIT-Jodhpur, which was ear-
Yier handling the project, and
Datawind, the Canada-
based manufacturers, is far
from solved. Datawind and
IIT-Jodhpur are now head-
ing for alegal battle.

IITJodhpur has claimed
damages from Datawind and
also decided to forfeit the Rs
501akh that the latter had de-
posited as earnest money, ac-
cording to highly placed
sources. Datawind, on the
other hand, has shot off ano-
tice to two of the [IT-Jodh-
pur faculty members for vio-
lation of the non-disclosure
agreement signed for the
project. The IIT-Jodhpur
Board of Governors has
called an emergency meeting
next week to find a solution.

IIT-Jodhpur has filed a
claim against Datawind for
‘liquidated damages’, and is
also writing to the com-
pany’s bankers, The ‘liqui-
dated damages’ stipulation
in any contract establishes a
predetermined sum that
must be paid if a party fails
to perform as promised.

In the tender invited by
IIT-Jodhpur for the Low
Cost  Access  Device
(LCAD) in January 2011 —
the $35 Aakash tablet — the
‘liquidated damages’ clause
reads: “If the Seller fails to
supply the LCADs as per the
delivery schedule agreed
with Buyer as stated in the
Purchase Order, the Buyer
shall deduct Liquidated
Damages @ 0.5% of value
of LCAD system per week
until actual delivery, subject
to a maximum of 10% of
value of the system. In case
aforesaid delay exceeds one
month from the scheduled
date of supply, the Buyer
shall have the right to termi-
nate the Contract...”

Hitting back, Datawind

AAKASH
TABLET PROJECT

%

The project has now
been transferred to
tIT-Bombay

sent a notice to two mem-
bers of the 1IT's Aakash
team, who visited its manu-
facturing facility last year
and signed a non-disclosure
agreement, but met repre-
sentatives of an Indian com-
pany, Quad, soon after the
trip. Datawind termed thisa
violation of the agreement.

Aakash was developed
following a six-year project,
with a Rs 4,772-lakh con-
tract given to HT-Jodhpur
whose role was limited to
procuring and testing
around 100,000 devices
sourced through Datawind.
Only 600-0dd tablets were
distributed to students in the
initial stages. Ever since, IIT-
Jodhpur and Datawind had
been engaged in a tug of war
over requisite specifications
for the tablet literally,
stalling the project.

While IIT-Jodhpur had
rejected various lots of de-
vices supplied by Datawind
earlier, terming them defec-
tive, the technical specifica-
tions for the tablet devised
by it later were rejected by
Datawind that claimed these
were meant for military-style
rugged tablets, as reported
first by The Indian Express.

In February, a high-pow:
ered government ¢committee
decided to officially divest
T-Jodhpur and its director
Prof Prem Kalra from the
project and transferred it to
IIT-Bombay. The HRD
Ministry will now also moni-
tor the project closely.
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IIT-M student
ends life by
hanging in room

Deepa H. Ramakrishnan
and Vasudha Venugopal

CHENNAL: Even as hundreds of
students took the Joint En-
trance Examination (JEE) on
Sunday to get closer to their
IIT dream, it was a sad day for
the students on campus at [IT-
Madras, Kuldeep Yadav, a sec-
ond-year student of civil engi-
neering, allegedly committed
suicide on Sunday morning by
hanging himself from a fan
withanylonrope.

The incident occurred in a
ground floor room of the Nar-
mada hoste] at IIT-M, and was
first noticed by Kuldeep's
wing-mate, He and his friends -
immediately broke open the
door and lowered the body. As
Yadav struggled to breathe, he
was taken to the IIT Hospital
around 10 a.m. and then to For-
tis Malar hospital in Adyar.
However, he could not be
saved and died around 220
p.m,

One of the students said:
“The doctors, around noon,
told us that there was still a
chance, because his pulse was
revived but it would take about
six hours to know if he was
actually out of danger.” The
student was then taken to the
ICU where he breathed his last,

The body was shifted to the
Government Royapettah Hos-
pital from where it was taken
to the Kilpauk Medical Col-
lege. Police suspect Kuldeep
Yadav, the son of an Uttar Pra-
desh-based farmer Yashoda
Singh, took the extreme step
after a failed love affair,
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India may ask
universities to
double intake

By PRASHANT K. NANDA
prashant.n@livemint.com

NEW DELHI

To produce larger numbers of
qualified job-seekers to feed
a growing economy, some Indi-
an universities may have to dou-
ble their student enrolment in
the five years to March 2017,
with students per acre of univer-
sity campus being used as a
measure of efficiency,

The University Grants Com-
mission (UGC), which regulates
higher education in the country,
has said in a report that a majori-
ty of 556 universities don’t enrol
enocugh students in spite of their
large campuses.

“The 43 central universities,
except a few like Delhi Universi-
ty, are functioning with dispro-
portionately low student enrol-
ment compared to the campus
area,” the report said. “A 100%
increase in intake is feasible in
30 of these university campuses.”

The regulator has suggested
this in a document that seeks to

chart the course of university ed- .

ucation in India in the 12th Five-
Year Plan period that started on
1 April. Mint has reviewed a copy
of the report.

Any plan that looks at just in-
creasing numbers is “ridicu-
lous,” according to Deepak Pen-
tal, a former vice-chancellor of
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Universities may have
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the University of Dethi.

“Authorities  should not
equate number with quality,
though we understand that a ser-
vice economy needs to get
enough human capital to sustain
the growth rate,” said Pental,
who was part of a state-formed
committee of vice-chancel-
lors—who are executive chiefs of
India’s universities—on reform-
ing higher education through in-
creased transparency in their
functoning,

Jawaharlal Nehru University
(INU) in Delhi has a 1,000-acre
campus, but only caters to less
than 6,000 students, according to
its website. The University of Hy-
derabad has nearly 5,000 stu-

‘dents in its 2,000-acre campus,

while the North-Eastern Hil
University in Shillong, spread
across 1,250 acres, has a student
strength of around 18,000, ac-
cording to data available on their
websites.

The commission strongly ad-
vocates compact campuses.
“The concept of large campuses
for universities needs a relook to
increase their enrolment at least
by 100% of the existing number,”
it said. “Scarcity of land has ne-
cessitated a vertical growth rath-
er than horizontal spread.”

The plan has a lot of merit and
existing universities need to ex-
pand and become more compre-
hensive in their offering of cours-
es, said an official at the human
resource development ministry,
who declined to be named. UGC
is a part of the ministry.

However, increasing the num-
ber of students at INU in a large
proportion will “hamper the
quality of the institution at a time
when India lacks quality univer-
sities”, a professor at the premier
institution said, requesting ano-
nymity. “Any step to dilute
brands like INU could be coun-
terproductive.”

Pental, however, said he was
in favour of compact universi-
ties. “There should be maximum
utilizaticn of resources,” he said.
“Look at the universities in Sing-
apore; they are compact and do-
ing so well.”

If 50% of the 317
publicly funded
universities increase

intake by 30%,

enrolment will rise

by 200,000 students

The commission in its report
said that even if 50% of the 317
publicly funded universities in-
crease the total intake hy an
average 30%, there will be an in-
creased enrolment of 200,000
students during the 12th Plan,

Similarly, if 20,000 colleges of
the total 31,324 are allowed to
expand through special funding,
it will also increase enrolment
significantly,

“Assuming  the  average
strength of a college in India to
be 400 from the current data, a
modest average increase of 200
students per college will result in
an increase of about four million
in the 20,000 colleges,” it said.

However, a shortage of trained
faculty could be a stumbling
block for any such plan, Indian
universities face a shortage of
teachers in the rage of 25-33%,
according to official data.

“We need a lot of teachers. In-
stead of creating capacity for
plain BA or BSc, there should be
focus on skill-based, industry-
worthy courses,” said Pental,
“Currently, students with 45%
are doing BTech, what will hap-
pen to the quality if this contin-
ues?” )

The commission suggests in-
creasing the number of teachers
by appointing overseas faculty
and industry experts, and has
recommended that they be com-
pensated adequately and not
just paid meagre sums as hono-
raria, which is the current prac-
tice. .

It is also in favour of increas-

ng faculty development centres

from the present 66 to 100 dur-
ing the Plan period to continu-
ously engage teachers in updat-
ing their knowledge base,
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~ The assault on
- public education

By Noam Chomsky

ublic education is under attack around

the world, and in response, student

protests have recently been held int
Britain, Canada, Chile, Taiwan and elsewhere.
California is also a battleground. The Los An-
geles Times reports on another chapter in the
campaign to destroy what had been the great-
est public higher education system in the world:
“California State University officials announced
plansto freeze enrollment next spring at most
campuses and towait-list all applicants the fol-
lowing fall pending the outcome of a proposed
tax initiative on the November ballot.”

Similar defunding is under way nationwide.

“Inmoststates,” The New York Times reports,
“it is now tuition payments, not state appro-
priations, that cover most of the budget,” so
that “the era of affordable four-year public uni-
versities, heavily subsidized by the state, may
be over”

Community colleges increasingly face simi-
lar prospects - and the shortfalls extend to
grades K12,

“There has been a shift from the belief that
we as a nation benefit from higher education,
to 2 belief that it's the people receiving the ed-
ucation who primarily benefit and so they
should foot the bill,” concludes Ronald G.
Ehrenberg, a trustee of the State University
system of New York and director of the Cornell
Higher Education Research Institute,

Amoreaccurate description, I think, is “Fail-
ure by Design,” the title of a recent study by
the Economic Policy Institute, which has long
been a major source of reliable information
and analysis on the state of the economy.

The EPI study reviews the consequences of
the transformation of the economy a genera-
tion ago from domestic production to finan-
cialisation and offshoring. By design; there
have always been alternatives.

One primary justification for the design is
what Nobel laureate Joseph Stiglitz called the
“religion” that “markets lead to efficient out-
comes,” which was recently dealt yet another
crushing blow by the collapse of the housing
bubble that wasignored on doctrinal grounds,
triggering the current financial crisis.

Claims are also made about the alleged ben-
efits of the radical expansion of financial inst-
tutions since the 1970s, A more convincing de-
scription was provided by Martin Wolf, senior
economic correspondent for The Financial
Times: “An out-of-control financial sector is
eating out the modern market economy from
inside, just as the larva of the spider wasp eats
out the host in which it has been laid.”

The EPI study observes that the “Failure of
Design”is class-based. For the designers, it has
been a stunning success, as revealed by the as-
tonishing concentration of wealth in the top 1
percent, in fact the top 0.1 per cent, while the
majority has been reduced to virtual stagnation
or decline.

bk

OUGH TIMES: Tuition increases trap students into long-term debt and hence subordinatlon to private power. Nvr

In short, when they have the opportunity,
“the Masters of Mankind” pursue their “vile
maxim (euro) all for ourselves and nothing
for other people,” as Adam Smith explained
long ago.

Mass public education is one of the great
achievements of American society. It has had
many dimensions. One purpose was to prepare
independent farmers for life as wage laborers
who would tolerate what they regarded as vir-
tual slavery.

The coercive element did not pass without

" notice, Ralph Waldo Emerson observed that

political leaders call for popular education be-
cause they fear that “This country is filling up
with thousands and millions of voters, and you
must educate them to keep them from our
throats.” But educated the right way: Limit
their perspectives and understanding, discour-

age free and independent thought, and train -

them for obedience,

The “vile maxim” and its implementation
have regularly called forth resistance, which
in turn evokes the same fears among the elite,
Forty years ago there was deep concern that
the population was breaking free of apathy
and obedience.

At the liberal internationalist extreme, the
Trilateral Commission - the nongovernmental
policy group from which the Carter Adminis-
tration was largely drawn - issued stern warn-
ingsin 1575 that there is too much democracy,
in part due to the failures of the institutions re-
sponsible for “the indoctrination of the young”

Some of the most insidious effects are on teaching and monitoring

Ontheright, an important 1971 memorandum
by Lewis Powell, directed to the US. Chamber
of Commerce, the main business lobby, wailed
thatradicals were taking over everything — unj-
versities, media, government, etc. — and called
on the business community to use its economic
power to reverse the attack on our prized way
of life — which he knew well. As a lobbyist for
the tobacco industry, he was quite familiar with
the workings of the nanny state for the rich
that he called “the free market.”

Restore discipline

Since then, many measures have been taken
torestore discipline, One s the crusade for pri-
vatisation - placing control in reliable hands.

Another is sharp increases in tuition, up
nearly 600 per cent since 1980, These produce
ahigher education system with “far more eco-
nomic stratification than is true of any other
country,” according to Jane Wellman, former
director of the Delta Cost Project, which mon-
itors these issues, Tuition increases trap stu-
dents into long-term debt and hence subordi-
nation to private power.

Justifications are offered on economic
grounds, but are singularly unconvincing, In
countries rich to poor, including Mexico next-
door, tuition remains free or nominal, That
was true as well in the United States itself when
itwas a much poorer country after World War
I and huge numbers of students were able to
enter college under the GI bill - a factor in
uniquely high economic growth, even putting

aside the significance in improving lives.

Another device is the corporatisation of the
universities. That has led to a dramatic increase
in layers of administration, often professional
instead of drawn from the faculty as before;
and to imposition of a business culture of “effi-
ciency”-an ideglogical notion, not just an eco-
nomic one.

One illustration is the decision of state col-
legestoeliminate programmessin nursing, en-
gineering and computer science, because they

.are costly ~ and happen to be the professions

where there is a labor shortage, as The New
York Times reports, The decision harms the
society but conforms to the business ideology
of short-term gain without regard for human
consequences, in accord with the vile maxim.

Some of the most insidious effects are on
teaching and monitoring. The Enlightenment
ideal of education was captured in the image
of education as laying down a string that stu-
dents follow in their own ways, developing their
creativity and independence of mind.

The alternative, to be rejected, is the image
of pouring water into a vessel - and a very leaky
one, as all of us know from experience. The
latter approach includes teaching to test and
other mechanisms that destroy students’ in-
terest and seek to fit them into a mold, easily
controlled. All too familiar today.

(Chomsky Is emeritus professor of Iingui.stics
and philosophy at the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology in Cambridge, Mass.)

The New York Times




